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Dear F. SY Bt 64-3 
PON account of our former religious acqualn- 

' tance, when living together in one place, E 
thought it proper to acquaint you, with ſome alterati- 


ons of religious ſentiments, which now I am apt to 


make; hoping, that upon your acquaintance there- 

with, you will be of the ſame mind: and ſo our reli 

Vom friendſhip ſhall be continued ſtill. - | 

_ © What I may call my firſt and leading alteration * 
cinen is, my receiving and entertaining higher 

views of the ſovereiguty of grace through the atone- 


ment. 'Fhis point of the. ſovereignty and freedom 


of grace, though formerly profeſſed by us both; Jets 
I am now perſuaded, was held in unrighteoufne 83 
held in ſuch a way as overthrew it: and the. following 


out hereof; in its full amount and neceſſary conſequen-. 


ces, in oppoſition to contrary tenets, formerly held' 
along herewith, is not only the chief, but almoſt the 
whole of the alteration I now pretend unt. 
wy order, then, hereunto, I now give up with what 


is called . goſpel offer, or the doctrine; at leaſt, 


ſtrictly and properly ſpeaking, of an offer of a Saviour; 
and life and fa wg in him to finners indefinitely * 
For the making of offers, hangs ſalvation on the con- 
duct of the ſinner in accepting or rejecting; - which ix 


quite oppoſite from hanging it on Divine Sovereignty.” 

That way of offers, making fatvation to be by 'embra- 

cing and receiving, does alſo ſuſpend our comfort. 
© upon this our own act, and makes it to be extractech 


15 therefrom, It alſo obſcures the freedom of 1 and 
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makes us tp be juſtified or ſaved by works: at leaſt 
by the mental work of accepting and receiving an offer, 
or offered good; expreſsly contrary to the apoſtle, in 


bis epiſtle to the Romans, who there excludes all 


works without limitation *. | 
The nature of faith, as, lying in receiving and reſt- 


ing on offers and promiſes, you ſee, I alfo give u 
with: being a part of that ſcheme of ſalvation, by of. 


fers and embraces, Exhortations to means, and the 


uſing thereof by graceleſs finners, for attaining ſalva- 


tion, you ſee, I alſo ſer aſide; . for the more we are 


in thele, the more do we fruſtrate, or attempt to in- 


terfere, with ſalvation by ſovereign free grace. 

Having ſet theſe afide, I then, in conſequence of 
this firſt principle of ſovereign; free grace through the 
atonement, look upon the goſpel as being only a de- 
claration hereof, and teſtimony hereunto, If ſalvation 


from firſt to Jaſt, in the whole method thereof, be in 
this way; then what can the good news or the glad 


tidings 
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For aſcertaining the truth of their thus ſetting 
aſide the goſpel offer, ſee letters on Theron and A, 
Palio, page 349+ ** The juſtice and ſovereignty of God 
& are pretty openly. oppoſed by all our preachers of 
< beſt faſhion; —Their doctrine is double: in formal- 
ly ſtating the articles of their creed, in oppoſition 
<< unto heretics, they ſeem to acknowlege theſe divine 


«c perfections; but in their addreſſes to the peo- 


ple they —overthrow them.“ And in proving 
that they overthrow {overeignty, be gives this as an 


inſtance from their writings, page 350. Tbe lan- 
« guage of faith is, God offers a {lain and crucihed Sa- 
4 viour unto me, and I take the ſlain Chriſt for my Sa- 


< viour. God hath made à grant, or deed of gift, of 
cCbriſt and all bis benefts, to ſinners of mankind; 


Luiz. by free offers ig be embraced by them) thus, 


to him, they overthrow 


forercignty, and is Pr A the goſpel offer is ſer afide, 
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43 
tidings of the goſpel be; but the declaration hereof, This 
glorious: truth herein contained, v/z, that the atonement 
is of value enough, and grace, on account thereof, free 
enouph, io fave the molt guilty and undone ſinner: This 
is the good news of the goſpel, which is to be preached 


unto every creature, and which he that believeth it ſhall 


be ſaved, and he that believeth it not ſhall be damned, 
And though the preaching hereof be no offer of favours 
or privileges to be received, yet is an offer of a truth to be 


believed: and the belief thereof, will immediately com- 


fort the mind, juſtify the perſon in his conſcience; and, 
alſo, produce in the heart, love to God: with every o- 


From 
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* See their plan of the goſpel fully expreſt in a pam - 


phlet, entitled, Simple Truth Vindicated, page 4 4, 76. 


te If it be thought neceſſary to draw, what we have to 
t ſay of the ſimple truth, into one point of view; ſo as 
6% to be a direct anſwer to the queſtion, What is the 


«© truth which brings ſalvation to finners ? we have no 


*© creed but the bible, to refer to; and the anſwer may 
« ſtand in ſcripture words thus, There is none that doth 


* good, no not one, —Chrift came to the wwarld to fave 
« ſinners. — Neither is there ſalvation in any other / 


« for there is ng other name given under heaven, among 


nen, whereby aue can be ſaved.” After quoting theſe; 
with many other texts, he adds, The general truth, 


or the goſpel, the truth which bringeth ſalvation, which 
he promiſed to unfold, contained in theſe and ſuch 
* like words of ſcripture, is this, that the work finiſhed 
te by Jeſus Chriſt, is the only requiſite to the juſtificati- 
«« on of the guilty, and is proved to be ſufficient for this 
ge purpoſe, by his reſurrection from the dead; or, that 
« by means of Chriſt's work in the room and ſtead of 


« ſinners : and by that only, it is conſiſtent with all the 


te perfections of God, for him to beſtow, with the utmoſt 


freedom, and in the. moſt ſoyereign manner, all the 


+ bleflings 


66 } 

From this view. of the goſpel, I next look upon ſaving 
kicks, as now hinted, to be juſt the knowlege and belief 
of ſaid goſpel: Such a real belief hereof as hath a com- 
matiding influence on heart and life. As 1 look upon 
the goſpel to have no other offer in it, than an offer 
of the truth; ſo, I look upon faith as having no other 
receiving in it, than a receiving of the truth: by believ- 
ing it. The word faith, you know, both in its moſt 
ſtrict and common acceptation, ſigniſes the belief of truth; 
and as our Bible affixeth no poſitive meaning thereto, ſo 
it leaves us to its common acceptation. *, 

Ia the next place, keeping ſalvation wholly by grace, 
in oppoſition to any works or performances of receivings, 
or of whatever, ſtill in eye; I look upon this faith as be- 
ing wholly the effects of this grace, without having in it 
any of our activity; a thing in which we are only paſſive: 
the evidence of truth ſhining in upon the mind, and cauſ- 
ing dent, without any of our Ry * - 

| | And, 


— 
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Wy nt of n upon any, even the gulltiel. of 
«© mankind, without diſtinction of nation or character. 
This truth becomes effectual to give hope, and peace, 
„and joy; when it is made known to the ſoul by the 
Spirit of God through the goſpel.” _ 

As the qbove is given us, as the. amount, or general 
truth contained in theſe texts, which is an i to that 
queſtion, * What is that truth which bringeth ſalvation ?” 
So, we hereby ſee, in ſo many words, what-is their goſ- 

: that it is only a making known that the work of 
Chriſt i is the only requiſite unto juſtification ; ; and that, 
on account of ſaid work, ſalvation is free for God to 
give it to whom, and in what. manner he will; but has 
not « ward of its being free, in reſpect of offer, for ſinners 
do receive, That . will may take of 1 the water 
of life freely. 
© ® See allo for this the fame. performance, p. 54. « But, 
eis juſtifying faith no more than the divine teſtimony 
* © pallively e No.“ 


C2. 


And, laſt of all, I look upon our being juſtified and 
ſayed, which is brought about this way, to be a thing 


in which we are only paſſive ; in oppoſition to our uſing 


any activity for it; either in receiving offers, or any way 
whatever *. This I look upon as the native conſequen- 


ces of the foregoing : for ſince ſalvation be by ſove- 
| reign grace, in oppoſition to any of our works, means, 
or whatever; and ſince the goſpel is only the declara- 


tion hereof, without any offers to be embraced, in or- 
der to the bleſſings being enjoyed; and ſinee che faith 
or belief of this goſpel, by which we are juſtified and 
faved, is à thing in which we are wholly palive ; then, 
in like manner, ſo muſt our being juſtified and ſaved be. If 
we are only paſſive in the mean, fo, likewiſe, in the end 
attained thereby. This, as it is the native conſequence 


of the reſt, ſo it is the crowning upſhor of the whole; 


as being, a making God to be all in all, in our ſalvation ; - 
and curſelves to be perfect nothing in the matter. 


But, for brevity's ſake, I ſhall now break off; leaving 


you to compare what I have ſaid with the ſcriptures ; : 


hoping, that by ſo doing, you will ſee they ſpeak the ſame 


things: and as for any texts you may think runs contra- 

ry, 1 muſt refer you to what is written on this ſubject 

already, by others, in its defence. And begging your 

judgment on the ſubject, as ſoon as convenient, I am, 
ys | e | 

Your's, Sc. FE 

| Ac B. 
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9 9 See . — page 26th: of — pamphlet: « The 
« ſcriptures no where — exhort to any duty, as tne 


« mean of obtaining 2 ſaving intereſt in Chrſt. And 


again, page 33: ** But are not exhortations, expreſſing 
<« great activity and. labaur, addreſſed to unbelievers : 
* Such as, Strive to enter in at the\ſtrait gate; fly for 
* refuge ; labour for the. bread that  endureth unto 
„ everlaſting life: are not theſe addreſſes to un- 
believers, and expreſſire of diligence to obtain a > fave 
“ing intereſt in Chriſt? No. Ni 
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Dear F riend, - 


12 R's of the 3d aſt wookk 1 . ail for 

- your concern about my welfare, in laying before 

me ous new ſentiments, I am your obliged. | I have 
not only read your letter with care, but alſo all the writ- 
ings upon your ſyſtem of doctrine I could find; and has. 
likewiſe, converſed at large, with the maintainers there- 
of, in this place, upon the ſubject. However, after ac - 
Juainting myſelf with your {yſfemi; and comparing the 
ſame with the ſcriptute, in (I hope) the moſt diſpation- 
ate manner, (in the faith of one to judge after me, whoſe 
knowlege is perfect, his judgment always according to 
truth; and whoſe determination ſhall ſtand) I find iny- 


ſelf obliged to adhere to my former principles, and di- | 


ſent from your new ones. 8 
The chief and leading pee aliarities of your ſyſtem, 1 
think, ſeems to ly in the lowing Firſt, In making 
the goſpel to be only a declaration of the . ſovereignty 
and freedom of grace, through the atonement ; for ſav- 
ing the moſt ruined and undone : A declaration of this, 


I fay, without any offer of ſaid atonement, and grace, 


to be embraced, as the way of being enjoyed. 2dly, In 


making ſaving faith to ly in the knowlege and belief of 


ſaid goſpel. 34h, In making the ſinner to be only paſ- 


Eve, in this belief. 4745/y, In making us to be only paſ- 


fre in our being juſtified: and ſaved, by being brought 
intu à ſtate of grace ani ſalvation, - 54017. and laſtly, 
In objecting againſt, and diſſenting from, the oppoſite 
doctrine of an offer the view of faith as a receiving 
| you . and exhortations to ee thus to 


valleys 2 | 


© 7 
believe; or even to uſe any means for attaining ſalvation 
whatever. 
From this view of your peculiarities, 1 think, the ge- 
neral ſtate of pur difference land in this; Whether God, 


in bringing ſinners into a flate of favour and ſalvation, 


acteth only as an abſolute ſovereign, towards, or upon, 
them, as only mere paſſives, or paſſive matter; without 
requiring or cauſing them uſe any activity, in any mean 
whatever, thereanent? Or if, on the other hand, he, in 


a way of condeſcenſion, acteth toward them as ratronal 


creatures, by making rational offers thereof ; and cauſ- 


ing them, in a ſuitableneſs to their rational faculties, to 


accept, as the way of attainment? And to this ſhort and 
general itate of the queſtion, take this ſhort and general 
anſwer : That both Arminians, and thoſe on your fide 
of the queſtion, go to the two oppoſite extremes: They 
ſeeing that the Bible every where holds out ſalvation to 
man by way of, offers; requiring their compliance with 
the tenor of the exhibition, as the way of enjoymept; 
do, therefore, refuſe God's dealing in the matter of ſal- 
vation ſovereigoly : as being contrary thereunto. And 
thoſe again of your opinion, ſeeing that the ſcripture e- 
very where holds out God's dealing ſovereignly, having 
mercy on whom he will; do, therefore, ſet afide, as in- 
conſiſtent herewith, his dealing rationally, by way of of- 
fer. And as they go to oppoſi te extremes, ſo truth lies 
betwixt the two: God dealing in the matter of ſalvati- 
on ſoyereignly, and yet thus rationally, at the ſame time, 
« All that the Father hath given me, ſhall come unto 
** unto me;“ this is his dealing ſovereignly: © and him | 
ce that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out:“ 
This, again, at the ſame time, is his dealing rationally, 
by way of offer. All things are delivered unto me of 
* my Father, and no man knoweth the Son but the Fa- 
* ther ; neither knoweth any man the Father ſave the 
** Son, and he to whomſoever the Son will reveal him.“ 
Here is his dealing ſovereignly; but it is added, <* Come 
e unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you reſt.” This, again, is his dealing, 
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by way of offer, rationally. In ſhort, when it is ad, 
*« I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,” this 
is dealing ſovereignly; and when it is ſaid, © Whoſo- 


* 


erer will let him take of the waters of life freely, 


this is dealing, by way of offer, rationally. And what 
God hath joined together, let no man put aſunder. 
But, I ſhall now, for a more particular anſwer, con- 
ſider your peculiarities ſeparately by MM as [ 
have already arranged them. 


I begin, then, with the firſt of theſe, viz. your mak - 


ing the goſpel to be only a declaration of the ſovereign- 
ty and freedom of grace through the atonement *; and 
applying the declaration, that he that believeth ſhall 
„ebe ſaved,” to the belief of this point. And here, 


for clearneſs fake, my firſt obſervation ſhall be upon the 


propriety of your expreſhions : and it is this, That I 


think theſe are not ſo decifive and determinate concern- 


ing your ſyſtem as they ought. As to your goſpel pro- 
poſition, or free grace truth, (as theſe your principles 
call it) viz. that, by means of the atonement, grace is 
ſovereign and free, for the molt ruined and undone ; one 
would think, that a proclamation of this, before the ſons 
of men, were, upon the matter, an offer of ſaid bleſſings 
unto them ; ſo that by embracing they ſhould enjoy. 


But you hereby only mean, that grace is ſovereign and 


free, in reſpect of actual conferment, for God to give it 
to whom, and in what manner, he will; but not, that it 
is free, in reſpect of offer, for Are to receive, that 
* whoſoever will may take of the water of life freely,” 
And as to your other expreſſion, namely, © That he 

5 who believeth (viz. the truth of ſaid propoſition) ſhall 
< be ſaved; this alſo, one would think, amounteth to 
an 


7 . . 


.- © Thas point they alſo ſer forth * many other expreſ- 


ſions: ſuch as, That in Chriſt God is well pleaſed. -- 


That there is forgiveneſs with God. That the atone- 


ment is of ſufficient value, Ge.“ beſides ſome others 


now to be noticed. 
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an offer of ſalvation, upon condition of our crediting or 


believing the truth of ſaid propoſition; but as you make 


vs to be only paſſive in believing, ſo all you mean here- 
by is, that he in whom the belief of this is paſſively 
wrought, ſhall be ſaved; which is quite another thing. 
The amount then of your goſpel proclamation, is only, 
that it is free for God, on account of the atonement, in 
the moſt ſovereign manner, to ſave ſinners; and that the 


man whoſe eyes he opens, and paſſively maketh to ſee 
this truth, ſhall be ſaved ; while others ſhall not . 


I would now add to this obſervation, that though the 
above manner of repreſentation be with theſe of your 
ſentiments the moſt common, yet I find other repreſen- 
tations, alſo uſed, that are ſtil] more dark and indeter- 
minate. In the pamphlet wrote in defence of your plan, 
entitled, Free Grace indeed, page 29. it is deſcribed 


thus, „ Jeſus Chriſt, in all his grace and fulneſs, is de- 
* clared in the goſpel for this very purpoſe, to appear 
s as the only, the immediate, and the ſure foundation of 


a loſt ſinner's hope, as ſuch,” This, ſays the author, 
is the central truth. And again, ſays he, page 30. 
«© This central doctrine is what is more emphatically 
* called the truth, or the goſpel.” But the author is 
here, I think, not only dark, but contradictory; for 
while this his central truth or goſpel runs, © Jeſus Chriſt 


* is declared in the goſpel for this very purpoſe, to ap- 
* pear as the—foundation of Hope, &c.” It carries 
its evidence in its boſom, that it is only a declaration of 


what he takes to be the end and purpoſe of the goſpel, 


and ſo not the goſpel 7z/elf. * Jeſus Chriſt (ſays he) is 
« declared in the goſpel for this purpoſe, &c.” Plainly 


intimating, that this itſelf is not the goſpel declaration con- 


* cerning him; but is only a telling us, that he is declared 


there, for a certain end and purpoſe : but what the go- 
| 5 Os ſpel 


8 * 


* This is not only the neceſſary, but the acknowleged 


amount of their goſpel. See the marginal note lierea- 


nent, at the firſt letter. 
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„„ 
ſpel declaration is, which is to anſwer that end and pur- 
poſe, is not here told. And to give out that to be the 
goſpel, which is, confeſſedly, only a declaratiun of the 
end and deſign of the golpel, ſeems to me, not ſo very 
conſiſtent. 

There is, likewiſe, one r manner of miſrepreſen- 
tation, which I would alſo notice, which theſe on your 
way do ſometimes uſe on this point; and which, I think, 
{till as little to the purpoſe as any of the reſt : It is that 
of a benefit, or privilege, being free among men *; 
though that of a real offer, in any ſhape whatever, they 
condemn in the popular doctrine (as they call it): yet 
in this they repreſent their own doctrine, which, indeed, 
has 1n it no offer, in that very manner which, in others, 
they condemn. A benefit it is being free among men, 
means neither more nor leſs, than that i itis free for them 
to take the privilege of it, and in this way enjoy it : but 
how falvation its being free for God to give it, and free, 


in reſpe& of actual conferment, unto theſe upon whom 


it was beſtowed, which is the amount of your goſpel ; 


yea, the amount of all that a paſſive intereſtment in the 


covenant of grace will admit of; how, 1 ſay, this can be 
repreſented by a benefit its being free among men, 1 


cannot conceive: for they are evidently different, How- 


ever, as this manner of repreſentation is uſed by theſe of 
your principles ſo ſeldom, I am apt to think, it is not 
thought very proper by themſelves. 

Before I leave this obſervation about the propriety of 
your expreſſions, I cannot help making this one remark ; 
That by holding forth the goſpel under the repreſenta- 
tion of a declaration, in general, of the ſoyereignty and 
freedom of grace through the atonement ; and even, 
ſometimes, by that of a benefit, its being free amon 
men: and then, afterwards, explaining theſe into your 


__ own fyſtem; by this, I ſay, you, however, gain a certain 
purpoſe : you by this means ſpeak in a more ſcriptural 


W than otherwiſe you would ; and ſo it ſuits your 
— 


= See the hs quoted pamphlet, page 84. 
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high pretenſions of ſtrift adherence to the ſcriptures, 
And the retaining of the ſcripture ſound, is, no doubt, 
calculated to make both yourſelves and others believe 


that you alſo retain their ſenſe: however unnatural the 
ideas you fix unto them, be. | ; 
Secondly, Concerning this your goſpel, in making it 


to be a declaration of the ſovereignty and freedom of 
grace, through the atonement, intending no more there- 
by, than that it is ſovereign and free for God to give it to 


whom, and in what manner he will; — J obſerve, That 


it is a goſpel, or a declaration, which cannot give any 


thorough relief to the diſtreſſed mind; nor is it a ſuſh- 
cient ground for ſinners, as ſuch, to take hold of, and 
truſt to, for ſalvation. Abſolute, or mere ſovereign- 


ty, without making any condeſcenſion, by promiſe, offer, 
or otuerwiſe, doth ſtill leave as much ground for deſpair, 
as give ground for hope; for though ir be free for it to 
give, it is as free for it to withhold. To truſt. then, unto 
+ abſolute ſovereignty, in this light, is to truſt without a 


proper foundation. To truſt thus to abſolute ſovereign- 
ty, is to truſt to abſolute uncertainty. This goſpel, then, 


is only calculated to beget an equal meaſure of kope and 
deſpair, fear and joy; and ſo, upon the whole, to caſt 
the mind into a (tate of abſolute ſuſpence . But, ac- 

| | . cording 


Even theſe on your own ſyſtem, though conſtant! 
aſſerting that this goſpel, when believed, does immedi- 
ately coinfort the mind; yet, when brought to the queſ- 


tion, How does it ſo ? do for anſwer, inſtead of ſhew- 
ing hereof, tell us, That this is a truth which no man 


can effectually teach his neighbour ; but that it is well 
*« underſtood among them that believe. That this will 
ebe the continual objection againſt the goſpel.· That our 


aſſurance is to be attained, or our calling and election 


“ made ſure, only by our obedience, or the marks and e- 
« vidences of grace, c. (fee Epiſtolary Correſpondence, 
page 37.) all which, inſtead of anſwering, is only an e- 
yading of the queſtion ; even the laſt mentioned 3 
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cording unto ſcripture, the goſpel is © glad tidings of 
*«« great joy; —a ground of ſure hope: and in be- 
lie virꝑ, filling the heart with joy unſpeakable and 
full of glory,” And if you ſay that the promiſe con- 
nected herewith, gives the comfort; viz. that he that 
believeth ſaid goſpel, ſhall be ſaved; then you hereby 
give up with your former tener, that it is your goſpel, it- 
| ſelf, that gives the comfort; and makes the comfort to 
ariſe from the promiſe made to them who believe it: 
and ſo your comfort, when traced to its fountain, muſt 
ariſe from your own inward experience of having believ- 
ed. | | 

I might alſo obſerve, as another particular, That this 
goſpel of your's cannot be a principle of holineſs and new 
obedience. ** We love him (ſays the ſcriptures) becauſe 
„% he firſt loved us; but according to your goſpel, we 
behoved to love him, only, becauſe it is free for him to 
love us; though ſtill as free for him to forbear. E- 
« very one (ſays the ſcripture) that hath this hope 
ce in him, (viz. of ſeeing God as he is, and ſo of being 
e like him) purifieth himſelf even as he is pure,” But 
according to your goſpel, every one who is brought in- 
to an entirg, ſeſpence about his ſtate, muſt thus purify 
himſelf, - n ſhort, according to ſcripture, holineſs is urg- 
ed from a conſideration of privileges, and ſo made ta 
flow from a belief of them; but by your goſpel, it muſt 
flow from an entire ſuſpence about them. But on this 
I ſhall not inſiſt. 3 
| 5 Thiraly, 
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about aſſurance, not excepted : for the queſtion is not, 
if the goſpel, when believed, gives immediate ground of 
ſenſible aſſurance ; a perſon's actually and fenſibly know- 
ing that he ſhall be ſaved, But if it is a declaration cal- 
culate for ſinners, as ſuch, to take hold of, and truſt to, 
for ſalvation; to give, therefore, ſuch an anſwer here- 
unto, is little leſs than a giving up the point ;—owning, 
that the ground of hope and truſt, given in their goſpel, 
is but very imperfe& ; and making the chief grounds of 
theſe to be the evidences of actual intereſt, 
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Thirdly, Let me further obſerve here, that Divine 
Sovereignty, with which (when viewed ſimply in itſelf) 
it is free to give or withhold at pleaſure, in the depths 
of divine condeſcenſion, hath, in the goſpel, made, or 


come under, a free promiſe, or offer, of ſalvation, to ſin- 
ners indefinitely, in and through the Saviour. This I 


ſhall endeavour to illuſtrate and confirm, in the follow- 
ing manner : 5 | 

The declarations of grace, which you explain into its 
being free for God to give, and free in its actual confer- 
ment, are in ſcripture reſolved into, or connected with, 
this of an offer. See Proverbs, ix. chapter; where it 
is ſaid, that Wiſdom hath builded her houſe —-hewn 


out her ſeven pillars—killed her beaſts—mingled her 


« wine, and furniſhed her table.” Is this reſolved into 
a declaration, that it is free for God to give; or that it 
is freely conferred, where it is conferred ? No; for it 


is added with the ſame breath, ** whoſo is fimple, let 


« him turn in hither Come eat of my bread, and drink 
& of the wine which I have mingled.” Plainly reſolv- 
ing the declaration, or revelation, of ſalvation, into an 
offer thereof, or connecting it therewith. See alſo Zech. 
ix, chap. As for thee alſo, by the blood of thy core - 
6 nant, will I deliver thy priſoners out of the pit where - 
« in is no water.” This general declaratida of grace 
is alſo connected with, or reſolved into an offer, in the. 
words which immediately follow them, Turn ye to. 
« your ſtrong holds, (viz. the blood of the covenant) ye 
« priſoners of hope, Mc.“ And, in ſhort, the many ge- 
neral invitations, to come to the waters, and take of the 
waters of life freely, do all explain, the many declara- 
tions of the ſovereignty and freedom of grace, into an 
offer thereof. Ahd the goſpel, inſtead of being held out 
only as a teſtimony unto God's ſovereignty, and free right 
to give or withhold at pleaſure, is expreſsly held out as a 
promiſe or offer, Seeing then, (ſays the apoſtle) that 
« a promiſe is left us, of entering into his reſt, let us 


% beware, leſt any of us ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of 
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* for unto us was the 89795 preached, as well as. 
* wo them.“ 

I ſhalkonly add e in confirmation of this point; 
a few texts of ſcripture. In the Proverbs, viii. chap. 
4th verſe, it is ſaid, To you, O men, I call, &c.” 


Bat if the goſpel was not an offer of privileges to be em- 


braced, but only a holding out of truth to be believed, 
it would only have' been, Vein or unto you, O men, 1 
teſtify. In Iſaiah, lv. chapter, when a revelation of ſal- 
vation is made, 3 the notion of waters, wine, and 
milk, &c. it is with a 5, ta every one that thirſteth, to 
come to the ſame, and buy without money or price; or,; 
in other words, take and enjoy the ſame, — That this 
addreſs is not made to believers, as thofe on your plan 
would allege, ſeems evident: 1/7, Becauſe the perſons 
addrefled, are deſcribed to be, every one that thirſteth; 
but thirſt after happineſs, is common to all. 24%), After 
being iovited to come to the waters, they are expoſtolat- 
ed with, ſaying, <«« Wherefore do ye ſpend your money 
« for that which is not bread ? &c.” And as their 
thirſt muſt be after that for which they are ſpending their 
money, ſo it cannot be the gracious thirſt of a believer : 
and however much a ſpending the money and labour for, 
and thirſting after, things which are not bread, and can- 
not ſatisfy, be the caſe, even with believers; yet this i is 
not their proper character. And further, when the ad- 
dreſs is renewed, verſe jth, they are deſcribed as wick- 
ed and unrighteous ; Let the wicked forſake his way, 
e and the unrightecus man his thoughts: and let him 
« return unto the Lord, for he will have mercy upon 
* him, and to our God, for, he will abundantly pardon.” 
This character is not applicable, or ever applied to be · 
levers. And what further confirms this view is, that 
they are directed and exhorted unto this method; as the 
way of attaining the falvation there revealed; « Come 
ye to the waters;” viz. to enjoy, hear and your 
“ ſouls ſhall live; and 1 will make with you an everlaſt- 
ing covenant, Ge.“ but believers have atrained theſe 
already. And in the — how often does our 


Saviour 
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comipg, or a coming by this faith, hath in it abundance. 


ES (oy 1 
Saviour {peak to this purpoſe, © Come unto me, all 12 
* that labour, and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you 
« reſt. —if any man thirſt, let him come unto me and 


* drink. — Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe 


« caſt out, —Ye will not come unto me that ye may 
<«. have life,” c. Gr. Ge. | 3 15 

Now, that theſe exhortations, or invitations, are not 
reſtricted to believers potſefſed of a gracious thirſt or la- 
bour, or the like; as theſe on your way allege, (at leaſt 


of ſome of them) ſeems evident: Firſt, Becauſe our Sa- 


viour in making them, does not ſo limit them; but in 
the moſt expreſs manner ſays, All ye that labour, 
% come unto me, and I will give you ref?.” And to the 
moſt promiſcuous multitude, ſays, ** If any man thirſt, 
*« let him come unto me and drink. — And him that 
* cometh (be his caſe; his thirſt and labour, what it will) 
J will in no wiſe caſt out.” 1 

Moreover, when they are invited to come unto him, 
it 22 ſuppoleth preſent diſtance ; and to come for 
reſt, for drink, &c. doth, likewiſe, ſuppoſe the want of 
them at preſent : but neither of theſe is the caſe with 
thoſe who already believe. And to ſay that the coming 
exhorted unto, is only to believe the truth, becauſe com- 
ing and believing are ſpoke of as equivalent expreſhons ; 
this ſeems ſtill as abſurd : for though coming and believ- 
ing be uſed ſynonimouſly, yet it is not the mere belief of 
what he ſaid, that is the faith there ſpoken of; for that 
had ia it no reſemblance unto coming, (whatever it might 
produce) and ſo could not be uſed ſynonunouſly there- 
with. This, therefore, only proves that it is the believ- 
ving on him for ſalvation, as exhibiting himſelf in his 
word, that can be meant; for it is this believing, only, 
which hath in it a coming unto him.—As believing on an 
offer and promiſe, for enjoyment of the privilege there- 


by held out, is only in a way of embracing, or receiving, 


ſaid offer; ſo the believing for the ſame, on the maker 
of ſaid offer and promiſe, can only be in a way of com- 
ing unto him: therefore, to repreſent this faith by a 


of 


\ 


E 

of propriety. And ſince this muſt be the meaning, it 
makes nothing againſt the way of the goſpel- offer; but 
is a proof of the ſame; for it ſuppoſeth, that he is, by 
offering himſelf, layiog a foundation for ſuch exerciſe, -- 
But that our Saviour is, in theſe places, holding himſelf 
out, not ſimply as a teſtifier of facts to be believed ; but 


as a Saviour, having ſalvation ;—to be come dns; and 


relied upon, for the ſame, ſeems ſelf-evident. 
The apoſtle Paul, to the fame purpoſe, repreſents the 
goſpel, under the notion or ſimilitude of a treaty of peace, 
between different kingdoms: © And (ſays he) hath 
% committed unto us the miniſtry of reconciliation ; viz. 
** thar God was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto him- 
« ſelf, not imputing unto us our treſpaſſes.-- We then 
« are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech 
% you by us : we pray you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye re- 
* conciled unto God.” Here you ſee the gofpel is re- 
preſented as a treaty of peace, or reconciliation, between 


theſe at variance: God, on the one hand, declaring his 


being reconciled, not imputing unto us our treſpaſſes; 
and, on the other hand, beſeeching us, by his ambaſſa- 
dors *, to be reconciled alſo ; which plainly implies an of- 
fer of reconciliation. He alſo repreſents it as a promiſe, 
as already noticed, 'and makes them convertible, or ſy- 
yonimouys, terms: Seeing, then, that a promiſe is left 
« us of entring into his reſf, let us beware left any of us 
15 ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it, for unto us was the 

«© goſpel 


"3 


_ Be Nik oY your xerfuaſion, limit the title, or 


office, of ambaſſadorſhip unto the apoſtles, or apoſtolic 


office; I, therefore, beg leave to remark, that the a- 
poſile here builds it upon another footing, viz. upon 
having the miniſtry of reconciliation committed to them: 
e And hath committed unto us the miniſtry of reconci- 


« Hation, we then are ambaſſadors,” faith he, And 


this miniſtry was not committed to the apoſtles alone ; 


we find it alſo committed to others ; ** O Timothy, 
« keep that which is committed tq thy truſt ; the fame 


« commit thou to faithful men, &c,” 


) 
4 goſpel preached, (or promiſe made) as well as unto 
„ them.” And in many other places, to the fame pur- 
poſe. And what is the difference between a promiſe and 
an offer? are they not all one and the fame deed, mak- 
ing over privileges to be actually conferred, in a continu- 
ed way; and terined an offer, on account of the time 
preſent, arid termed a promiſe as reſpecting the time fu- 


ture ? 


I might alſo have told you of Chriſt, and ſalvation in 
him; their being held out, in the goſpel, under the ſimi- 
kinds of —manna, to be gathered; —a city of refuge, to 
be fled unto ;—a feaſt prepared for all people, c. &c. z 
but ſhall break off by obſerving, that as the Bible pur- 
poſely abounds with the revelation of an atonement; 


and grace and redemption thereby; ſo it, likewiſe, a- 


bounds with univerſal invitations and calls to mankind, 


to come and take, and in this way enjoy: And is, as it 


were, ſhut up with, The Spirit and the Bride ſaith, 
Come: And whoſoever will let him take the water of 
life freely.” | 

Upon' the whole, may I not appeal to every unpreju- 
diced perſon, if the already quoted, and the like, ex- 
preſſions, do not hold out ſalvation to be free, even as be - 


neſits are free, among men: free not only for God to give, 


or free, in reſpect of actual conferment, unto theſe upon 
whom it is conferred ; but alſo free, in reſpect of offer, 

fer any to come, take and enjoy: If they do not inti- 
mate, that though any man's coming flows from the be- 

lief of the truth, and be owing to eee grace, the 

Father's drawing; yet, that it is by coming they are to 
enjoy. In ſhort, do they not intimate, that ſalvation is 
conferred upon us, not as mere paſſives, in a paſſive 
way; but by making a rational exhibition and offer of 
the ſame; and cauſing us, as rational creatures, to come, 
that we may have this life. Ye will not come unto. 


me, that ye may have life .— Whoſoever will-let him 
© take of the waters of life freely.” As ſoon, I am 


perſuaded, will the Socinians be able to overthrow the 


doctrine of an atonement, notwithſtanding 1 its full repre- 


ſentation 


620) 

ſentation in ſcripture, as theſe on your ſyſtem of princi- 
ples will be able to overthrow the goſpel offer; for no 
point is in ſcripture more clear. Pap! 


I come now, to your view of the nature of faith: 


And, I own, that the faith you are for, correſponds 
with what you make to be the goſpel; for if the goſpel 
were only a teſtimony to be believed, then faith, in a 
correſpondency therewith, were only the knowlege and 
belief of the ſame. But, if the goſpel has in it an exhi- 
bition of bleſſings, by way of offer and promiſe, to be 
embraced and reſted on (as, I hope, is ſufficiently evi- 
dent); then, that faith, as correſponding herewith, is 
a receiving and reſting accordingly, 1 hope, will appear 
From the following obſervations ; ce | 
J, From the nature of things. Did the heads of 
ſome rich family, whb wanted heirs of their own: body, 
make free offer and promiſe, to the ſon of ſome poor 
friend, of adopting him as their ſon, and of making him 
heir. of their poſſeſſions; would not this, according to 
the evidence of their fidelity, give him ground to believe, 
that they actually would give, and that he ſhould enjoy 
theſe things? and would not this faith, though it be on- 
ly a belief, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, include in it an embra- 
cing, or receiving, of ſaid offer and promiſe ? and is not 
its amount, then, a receiviog and reſting on the ſame ?— 
Or, ſhould a rich man make offer and promiſe of him- 
Telf, to ſome poor woman, to be her huſband ; along 
with himſelf, making offer and promiſe of all he had, 
to be forever hers ; would not this, according to his fi- 
delity, give her ground to believe, that he would do ac- 
_ cardingly ? And though her belief of this include in it, 
an embracing of his offer; yet, is it not really believ- 


ing? and ſo really of the nature of faith? And is not an 


embraeing and reſting, its preciſe amount, and ſo its pro- 

e, 7 S955 PM 

| And is this the caſe, with offers and promiſes, among 

men, and ſhall it not be ſo with the free offer and pro- 

miſe of the goſpel ? Do mens offers and promiſes, ac- 
cording to the evidence of their fidelity, give ground ta 

2 | | believe 
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believe their accompliſhment-; and ſhall not God's do fo 
too ? Does the faith or belief of the accompliſhment of 
mens offers and promiſes, to us, include a receiving or 
embracing of them, and yet be of the nature of faith 
notwithſtanding ; and ſhall not the ſame be the caſe 


Voith the offers and promiſes of the goſpel ? And does 
this faith of an offer and promiſe among men,.amount juſt 


unto a receiving and reſting upon the ſame ; and ſhall 
the nature of the thing alter, when applied to the offer 


and promiſe of the goſpel. 1 oh 5 
In ſhort, ſince tlie faith of an offer and promiſe, made 
unto us, conſiſts, not only in the belief of the truth there- 
of; but alſo in a belief of its accompliſhment; and ſince 
this includes an embracing of it; and. ſo amounts juſt to 


a receiving and reſting thereon; then, that faith is a re- 


ceiving and reſting on the free offer and promi ſe of the 


goſpel, and on a God in Chriſt, as therein held out, is 


thus evident in the very nature of the thing. But, 


A2 2dly, This will be further evident, by comparing it 
with what all, even yourſelf, do own to be faith, viz. 
the knowlege of, and afſent unto, a teſtimony, ls it 


| ſaid, that the afſent unto a teſtimony, in a way of know- 


ing it, is faith or believing, in the moſt ſtrict or literal 
ſenſe ; for what is aſſent but belief? even To, reſting on 
an offer, in a way of embracing, it, is beheving, in the 
fame manner; for what is this reſting, but a believing 


upon ſaid offer and promiſe, for enjoyment of the offered 


good? | ay HH. 
Is it again ſaid, that this receiving and reſting on 2 


| promiſe and offer, has in it more than a believing, even 


'A receiving, as the way in which the believing. takes 
Place; and that as the word faith can fignify no- more, 
ſo the nature of faith can contain no more than what is 


ſtrictly abelief? To this it may be ſaid, that the faith 
of a teſtimony alſo, hath more in it than what is ſiritly 


believing ; even the uptaking and knowlege of the truth | 
to be believed, as well as the believing, itſeif; and the 
knowlege or uptaking is one thing, and the aſſent or be- 


lief is another; fo that, iu this reſpect, they are equal. 


But, 
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But, that the taking of the word, in ſomewhat of 2 large 
N is no objection, i in either caſe, is evident from this, 
that neither in ſcripture nor common language, are words 
reſtricted to their moſt ſtrict and reſtricted meaning. For 
inſtance, when it is faid, That whoſoever believeth 
, on him may not periſh, but have eternal life ;”” if we 
are here to limit the believing, ſtrictly to the belief of 
truth, even excluding the knowlege thereof; or to the 
belief that we ſhall enjoy an offered and promiſed good, 
even excluding the embracing thereof; then, at the ſame 
rate, we may limit the 1%, connected therewith, to ſim- 
ple exi/tence ; and the periſhing delivered from, to ani- 
hilation : and ſo the text would run, That whoſoe- 
ver believeth the truth of what is declared, ſhall not 
*© be anihilated, but have everlaſting exiſtence.” 


But is it again alleged, that receiving and reſting on 
a promiſe, is only the fruit of faith, believing the truth? 


It may as well be ſaid, on the other hand, that the be- 
lief of the truth, included in the knowlege thereof, 1s 
only an antecedent going before faith ; believing on ſaid 
truth for ſal vation, as therein held forth; ſo that from 
this there is no objection, why the one is not taith, more 
than the other: nor is there any abſurdity, in looking 
upon the matter, as a going from faith to faith, from a 
faith's uptaking of, and aſſent unto, divine things, in the 


divine teſtimony, unto faith's embracing and reſting on 


the. divine offers and promiſes, contained 1 in {aid teſtimo- 
17 for enjoyment, 


Is it again ſaid, that this way of faith, reſpecting a 


promiſe, makes the reſting or believing thereon for ſal- 
vation, to be built, not ſimply upon us. truth, but upon. 


our receiving, even upon our act thereof? With equal 


propriety may it be ſaid, that in the faith of the divine 
teſtimony, the belief of the truth thereof, is not built 
vpon the evidence of its being true; but upon our know- 
lege thereof : even upon eur act of knowlege. But the 
truth is, that in neither caſe does this oblervation hold; 
for our belief of a teſtimony is not built upon our act of 
knowlege thereof, but, upon the evidence of its being 
; true 
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true, in a way of knowing it. And equally ſo, in the 


taith of a free promiſe; our reſting and believing on it, 


for enjoyment of its benefits, is not built upon our act 


of embracing; but upon the offer and promiſe itſelf, in 


a way of embracing it, 

Again, ſhould it be ſaid, that in this faith of an offer 
and promiſe, a perſon muſt firſt know, that he hath em- 
braced it, before he can warrantably reſt thereon; and 
as it is not every real chriſtian, that hath the ſenſible 
knowlege hereof ; ſo this faith of an offer and promiſe, 
cannot be ſaving faith: without which none can be ſav- 
ed. With equal propriety, on the other hand, might 
it be ſaid, that in the faith of a teſtimony, a perſon muſt 
firſt know that he hath the knowlege of ſaid teſtimo- 
ny, before he may believe it is truth: and as it is not e- 
very one whoſe eyes are opened, and ſo are real Chriſtians, 
that hath this knowlege, that they thus do know; ſo 
the belizf of the truth, which is conſequential hereof, 
is not eſſential to ſaving faith. But in neither caſe will 
this remark hold. For in the caſe of a reftimany, one 


cannot, when ſeeing and knowing it to be true, withold 


an immediate aſſent, without ever enquiring any thing a- 
bout their act of Knöwlege. And equally ſo, in the caſe 


of an offer aad promiſe: when the perſon ſees it to be 


every way ſuitable; and ſo, accordingly, embraceth; he 
cannot but reſt upon it immediately, according as he locks 
upon it to be faithful: even without waiting any enquiry 
about his act of receiving As in the caſe of tlie teſti - 
mony, there is as much conſciouſneſs of knowlege in the 


very act thereof, as is neceſſary to aſſent; ſo in | the caſe 


of an offer, there is as much conſciouſneſs of receiving, in 


the very act thereof, as is neceſſary to reſting thereon. 


And till in both caſes, ſenſible knowlege may be want - 
ing; and the neceſfiiy of trying the knowlege and aſſent 
together; and the receiving and reſting rogether, is not 
luperceded, _ 

Should it again be ſaid, that i in the 2 of a len 
the belief of it includes, or ſuppoſeth, the knowlege of 


it; and the know lege of i iT includes, or cannot be with ⸗ 
out 
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out the belief of it; aud ſo are rather to he awed a3 


one, than as different things... Even ſo in the caſe of a 
promiſe, the reſting on it iacludes, or ſuppoſeth, a receiv- 
ing : and receiving as true and faithful (otherwiſe it is 
not a receiving at all) includes, or cannot be without a 


Teſting or believing on it, for its out- making; and fo 
are to be viewed as one, no leſs. But ſtill in both caſes, - 


tho' they be acted complexly, and are inſeparable, yet 
are really diſtinguiſhable, or diſtin& things. 

Should it again be ſaid, that a promiſe: . muſt be known 
and believed as well as any other teſtimony, and as well 
as embrated and reſted on. Even ſo in the caſe of a 
teſtimony, when containing a promiſe, there muſt be not 
only a knowing and beheving i it is truth ; but, alſo, a 
believing on it for the enjoyment of the promiſed bliſs : 
which, as already obſerved, is only in a way of embracing, 
But the whole of this, as noticed formerly, i is only a go- 
ing from faith to faith, - 

Upon the whole, fince the receiving and alin on a 
promiſe, has in it a belief, in the moſt ſtrict and literal 
ſenſe; as well as what the knowlege of, and aſſent unto, a 
teſtimony hath ; and ſince the knowlege of, and aſſent un- 


a teſtimony, has in it more than ſtrictly x belief, and is 


faith, not in the ſtricteſt, but in a common ſenſe; as well 
as the receiving and reſting on a promiſe ; and ſince the 
knowlege and belief of a teſtimony, is cloathed with no 
circumſtances which makes it faith or belief, in any more 
proper ſenſe, rhan the receiving and reſting, or believ- 


ing, on a promiſe ; - then, may we not conclude, that faith 


is the receiving and reſting on a promiſe, as well as the 
knowlege and belief of a teſtimony : and that there is as 
much propriety, in giving the name of faith unto this act- 
ing toward a promiſe, as unto that acting toward a teſti- 
mony. And the reaſon why, in common language, the 


word faith is ofieneſt uſed, reſpecting the knowlege and 


belief of a teſtimony, is, becauſe” that teſtimonies are 
more frequent than free-promiſes and offers, 

But, for further confirmation of this peint, you may 
obſerve next, that as this embracing and reſting on the 


goſpel- 


| God's promiſe, contained in his words, to þelie 
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_ goſpel fer and promiſe, is faith, in the nature of things, 
and common language; and is ſv, as much as the knaw- 


lege and belief of a teſtimony ; ſo, likewiſe, the ſerip- 
tures ſpeak of it accordingly : of which I {hall give you 
a few inſtances, of many that might be adduced. In 
2 Chiou. xx. chap. 14 to 20 _ it is ſaid by a prp- 
phet, Thus faith the Lord, be not afraid, or diſaay- 
<< ed, by reaſon of this great multitude : for the 1 i 
is not yours, but God's. To-morrow go ye doyn a- 


* gaiuit them. -——Ye ſhall oct need to fight in this bak. 
© tle.— And, as they went farth, Jehoſha phat ſtood 


* and faid, Hear me, O Judah, ard ye inhabitants of 
„ Jeruſalem, Believe ju the Lord your God, fo {hall 
&© you be eltabliſhed ; believe his Prophets, ſo ſhall — 
« proſper.” Here, you ſee, that the prophet is to he 
underſtood and believed, as a teſtiſier of truth, in a ſuit - 


ableneſs to the faith of a teſtimony: for unleſs they did 


this, how could they be excited by bis words. But is 
this believing of the prophet ſufficient; and fo all that 
is required? No: They are, alſo, in a ſuitableneis to 
eve in 
Lord their God, **.Believe in the Lord God, 
« ſhall you be eſtabliſhed ;” and in order herepnto, 
„believe this, prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper.” Thus, 
does it not ſeem evident, that the believing in the Lord, 
here enjoined, is the fruit of believing the prophet in 
what he had ſaid ; in a ſuitableneſs to the faith of a te- 
ſtimony; and lies in a believing, or a receiving and reſt- 
ing for deliverance, .an God's promiſe, held out in the 
prophet;s words. —And ſays the ꝓſalmiſt, I. had faint- 
ed, unleſs I had believed to ſee the gogdnels of the 
** Lord, in the land of the living.” His believing of 
this, behoved to ſeſpect ſome promiſe. or exhibition gf 


y. grace, giving ground for it. And wherein does his faith, 


reſpecting that exhibition of grace, ly? is it only in 
knowing and believing it is truth? No: It les allo in 
believing, or reſting and ſlaying on it, for its accom- 


| plihment, zo, himſelf. I had fainted, (ſays he) unleſs 
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© T had done this, viz. believed to ſee the accompliſh- 
* ment,—the goodneſs of the Lord, in the land of the 
* living.” And, indeed, it is only in ſo far, as the accom- 
Pliſhment of an exhibition of bleſſings is believed, with 


application to one's ſelf, that it can comfort one concern- 
ine himſelf And this belief, with application to one's 
elf, hath in it, an embracement of, and reſting on, ſaid | 
exhibition. And the apoſtle Paul, (Heb. xi.) while in 
aà ſuitableneſs to the knowlege and belief of a teſtimony, 
he calls faith *<the evidence of things not ſeen;” ſo, 
_ likewiſe, in a ſuitableneſs to this of receiving and reſt- 
ing upon a promiſe, he calls it the ſubſtance of things | 


&« hoped for :” for it is only the embracing and ſtaying 


of the mind upon the promiſe for accompliſhment, which 
is to the ſoul the ſubſtance of the promiſed, and in this 


way, hoped for, bleſhngs. And in the whole of that 
chapter, it is caſy to ſee, that the faith of the Old Te- 
ſtament ſaints, there ſpoke of, when it reſpects a pro- 
miſe, has in it a reſting and truſting thereon. 

And how oft does the ſcripture ſpeak of faith, and 
this receiving and reſting, as ſynonimous, or convertable, 


terms: They believed not in God, nor truſted in his 


t ſalvation.— Wilt thou truſt him, (viz, the unicorn) 
ce becauſe his ſtrength is great? Wilt thou believe that 
« he will carry home thy ſeed? In whom alſo ye truſt- 
„ed, when ye heard the truth of the goſpel.— In whom, 
5 alſo, when ye believed, (or truſted) ye were ſealed, 
% e. -I know in whom I have believed; and am per- 
40 ſnaded, that he is able to keep that which I have 
«© committed to his truſt, (or believed on him for) a- 


_* gainſt that day.” 


And how often does our Saviour ſpeak unto the ſams 


- purpoſe : ** He ti. at cometh unto me ſhall never hunger. 
66 —He that beſieveth on me ſhall never thirſt. —1f any F 


c man thirſt, let him come unto me and drink. — He 
«© that believeth on me, out of his belly ſhall flow foun- 
* tains of living waters,” Oc. Cc. Thus you ſee they 


are made one. But that it is not the ſimple belief of 


truth 
\ 
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truth, and this coming and truſting, that are made one, 
is evident, as already noticed; becauſe they have nei- 
ther ſameneſs nor likeneſs to one another, in their own 
nature : and, therefore, cannot be repreſented by one a- 
nother. It is only the receiving and reſting on an offe- 
and promiſe, or on its maker, as therein held forth, that 
hath in it—a coming—a truſting, or the like: and, 


therefore, it is only this which cap be the faith which is 


e thereby ; or is made a repreſentation there · 
of, k 

But that our Saviour, . when treating of coming unto 
him, is not exhibiting himſelf ſimply as a witneſs to- 
truth, to be believed; but as a Saviour, having falvation 
to be conferred, is ſelf- evident. And that the coming 
invited unto, is not ſimply the belief of what he ſaid as 
a witneſs, or teſtiſier; but an actual mental coming un- 
to him, as a Saviour, for-his ſalvation, ſeems evident no 
leſs « and might be illuſtrated by ſuch obſervations as 
theſe. —— The coming he makes one with faith, is, the 
fruit of the knowlege, and belief of the truth; and ſo 
not itſelf.— Every one that hath heard and learned of 
* the Father, cometh unto me.“ It is alfo the fruit 
of drawing power :—** No man can come unto me, ex- 


«© cept the Father which hath ſent me draw him.” But 


the belief of the truth, is only the fruit of illumination. 
It is excited unto by ſuch motives as theſe : «* He that 
* cometh ſhall never hunger. — He that believeth ſhall 
e never thirſt,” c. But theſe are not calculate to pro- 
duce the aſſent of the underſtanding, but the coming of 
the will, All which hold out, that the faith which is 
one with coming and truſting, is not the knowlege and 


belief of the truth of the goſpel; but the receiving and 


reſting thereon, or its author, for {alyaſſon, as therein 
exhibited. OP | OE CO 
When the Jews enquired at Chriſt what ſign he ſhew- 
them, that they might believe on him; whether they 
underſtood fai:h in your light or not, 1 ſhall not poſitive- 


1y fay ; but rather thinks, they enquired for the evi- 


dence 


— 


„„ 
dence of his being the Meſſiah, and glorious deliverer 


they expected; not {imply that they might believe he 


inl, 


was ſo; but, alſo, that they might believe, or receive 
and reſt on him, as ſuch, for deliverance : but be this 
as it will, the apoſtle Peter ſeems to underſtand Chriſt 
as he ſpeaks : and hence, in the iffue of his invitations 
and exhortations ſays, * To whom, Lord, ſhall we go 
, but unto thee ? be thou only haſt the words of eter- 
nal life. And we believe, and are ſire, that thou art 
* the Chriſt, the Son of the living God.” | 


Concerning this view of faith, I may now, in the next 


Place, add, That the thing, in ſcripture repreſentation, 
by which we are Taved and juſtified, or interefted in rhe 
bleflings of the golpel, is there made a fruit of the belief 
of the truth; and to conſiſt in a receiving and reſting on 
the free offer and promiſes, or on Chih, in the ſame 
held forth: ſo that if we be juſtified by faith, and faved 

by faith, then this muſt be it, | 
For proof and illuſtration of this, 1 ſhall only refer 
you to a few texts of ſcripture. —In Galatians it is ſaid, 
% Knowing,.brethren, that a man is not juſtified by the 
<< works of the law, but by the faith of Chriſt, even we 
have believed in Chriſt ; that we might be juſtified by 
*« the faith of Chriſt, and not by the deeds of the law.” 
Here, we ſec, that the knowlege (which includes belief) 
of the goſpel, and goſpel-plan of ſalvation, goes before 
juſtifying faith. Knowing, (ſays he) even we have 
« believed. EE Lg | 
Again, when it is ſaid, Turn ye to your ſtrong holds, 
« ye priſoners of hope. Him that cometh unto me, 1 
<« will in no wife caſt out, — Whoſoever will, let him 
4 take of the waters of life freely,” &c. Theſe do all 
plainly ſuppoſe a belief of the truth, going before com- 
Pliance with the invitation contained therein: for who 
will comply with an invitation he does not believe. And 
they alſo plainly hold out, that it is not by that belief, but 
by complying with the invitation believed, that we are to 
be poſſeſſed of the invited unto Ialvation: — as 
| ready 
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already noticed, if we are faved by faith, this malt be it; 


this mult be the faith by which we are ſaved. And when 


it is ſaid, that by his knowlege ſhall my righteous ſer- 
ee vant juſtify many, or the like, theſe do not interfere 
herewith ; for fo we are Juſtified by knowlege, in a mare 
remote ſenſe, viz. as it excites to an actual embracipg, 
as the more immediate mean thereof. Or, when it is 
faid, That this is life eternal, to know thee, the on» 
* fy true God; and Jefus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent,“ 
or the like; this, alſo, is fully conſiſtent herewnh : for 
this knowlege is life eternal, in regard it leads to the em» 
bracing of, reſting on, and folacing ourſelves in God, 
and his Son, as the immediate mean thereof. In the 
knowlege of the truth we enjoy it ; and in the embrace · 
ment and ſolacing of ourſelves in privileges held out, in 


and by tliat truth, we enjoy them. 


1 thall add, upon this point, only one obſervation 
more; namely, that if faith has in it no embracement 
of, nor reſting upon, the goſpel-teſtimony, for our own 
particular oy bat were only general ; then it could 
not relieve and comfort the mind. It was already ob - 
ſerved, when upon the nature of the goſpel, that a ge- 
neral teſtimony cannot give thorough comfort: and that 


it is only in proportion as the goſpel-teſtimony reſpects 
_ ourfeſyes, in particular, that it can comfort us, concern- 


ing oorſelyes, in particular. And the ſame may bere 
be ſaid of faith; that it is only in proportion as we be- 
heve, with application to ourſelves, that by our faith 
we can be comforted, concerning ourſelves. If the eyes 


of the mind are opened, to judge rationally, its believing 
with application to itſelf, and its comfort concerning it» 


ſelf, will keep fo equal pace, that the one will not, yea, 
cannot, go one ſtep before the other, 
Since, then, that it is granted by theſe on your plan, 


that faith comforteth and relieveth the mind, Concerning 


a perfon's ſelf; then, ir neceſſarily followeth, thar it is 
a believing with application to a perſon's ſelf. And chat 
this application includes in it, or amounts unto, an em · 
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bracing and reſting upon the goſpel exhibition of mercy, 


for our own lairacon, i is already illuſtrated ; yea, is 


ſelf- evident. 

l come now to your third peculiarity ſpecified ; name- 
7 Your holding us to be paſſive in believing. And 
here, I own, that as to the faith of a teſtimony, already 
deſcribed ; which 1s all the faith you will allow of; I 
own, I ſay, as to this, that when a truth is fully known, 


we cannot withhold our aſſent: or, when an object is 


preſented before the eye of the underſtanding, in fulneſs 
of evidence, it cannot withhold perception and know- 
lege: yet, ſtill, this will not make the ſoul to be paſſive 
in the matter. For, ft, Even i in the nature of things, 
though the ſoul be only paſſive, in the object's being pre - 
ſented before the eye of the mind, yet it is ative in look- 
ing at it: even as in nature, when a ſtriking object is 
immediately preſented before the naked eye, though it 
cannot withhold ſeeing it, yet it is active therein, in as 
much as it ſees it only by looking thereat: however con- 
ſtrained its ſeeing or lock may be. And if active in the 
knowlege, ſurely no leſs in the aſſent connected there - 
with; which is only done in this way of active looking 


at; or taking in, and judging upon the evidence of the 
truth to believed. Yea, if in the faith of a teſtimony, 


the ſoul's being paſſive in the object, its being preſented 
before the mind, makes it alſo paſſive in the ſeeing there- 
of, or the looking thereat, and aſſenting thereto; be- 
cauſe the object ſo preſented leads thereto, ſo as they 
cannot be- withheld; then alſo in the faith of a promiſe, 
the ſoul may be ſaid to be paſſive, of which yourſelf will 


not allow: for when an offer and promiſe is borne home 


upon the ſoul, as being fully ſuitable to its caſe ; and 
that ſo as it cannot but look at, and aſſent unto the ſame ; 
then, neither can it withhold its reception and recum- 
bancy, or reſting on it for enjoyment :—as the view of 
the evidence of truth conſtrains to alſent, ſo the view of 


: the ſuitableneſs of an offered privilege, conſtrains to re- 


ception. 


Bu: 


— 


5 

But leaving the nature of things, I refer you, immedi- 
ately, to ſcripture repreſentations. If, in believing, the 
foul were only paſſive; then faith would only be a privi- 
lege, and not a duty. But, ſays the ſcripture, «© This 
is his commandment, that ye believe on the name of 
“his Son Jelus Chriſt, —Believe on the Lord Jefus 
« Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved,” gc. | | 

If faith were only the diſcovery of a teſtimony, in 


which we were only paſhve, then it were, at moſt, Chriſt's - 


coming unto us. But in an agreeableneſs to activity; 


yea, to an active embracing and reſting on an offer, 
or on the Saviour, as therein exhibited ; it is repre- 


ſented as our coming unto him: * Him that cometh 


4 unto me ſhall never hunger. Him that believeth on 


% me thall never thirſt,” &c. If therein we were only 


paſſive, then ſcripture language and repreſentation would 
have run accordingly. And, hence, inſtead of ſaying, 
him that believeth ſhall be ſaved,” it would have run, 
him in whom | work faith, ſhall be ſaved.” Inſtead 
of ſaying, (when ſpeaking of faith) Except ye eat the 
* fleſh, and drink the blood of the Son of man, ye can 
have no life in you,” it would have run, except [ 


feed you with my fleſh and blood, ye can have no life 
* in you.“ Inſtead of he that eateth me, even he 


* ſhall live by me,” it would have run, „he whom 1 
feed with my ſelf, even he ſhall live by me,” Cc. In 


ſhort, the ſcripture ſpeaking of faith conſtantly in the 


active ſtyle, plainly ſhews, that tho? the work be God's, 
yet the duty is ours. Tho' it be God that enables, yer 
it is us that acteth faith as well as other duties. 

1 come now to your fourth peculiarity, viz. Paſſive 


jaſtificarion and ſalvation, or intereſtment in Chriſt, and 
enſtatement in the new covenant ; which is your crowning 
point. The ſlate of the queſtion upon the difference 
berwixt us here, is, whether God brings us into a ſtate 


of favour, entitles us unto, and intereſt us in the bleſſings 
thereof, only as mere paſſives; or if he does it, by dealing 


with us thereanent, in a way ſuitable to our natures, -as 


rational 
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rational creatures; by making offer thereof in his Son's 
righteouſneſs, and cauſing the ſoul betake itſelf ther eta, 
in the way of believing thereon, already diſcribed ? 
And here it will almoſt be ſufficient, to refer unto the 
nature of the goſpel, and of faith, as already difcribed, 
Since the goſpel makes offer of the ſalvation jt contains, 
unto all indefinitely; and makes the way of attaining 
thereof, to be by faith, embracing and reſting thereon ; 
what is this but'a dealing with us in the active way, in 
the matter of attaining the offered bleſſings? And that 
this includes juſtification, even in its ſtricteſt ſenſe, is 
evident, when we conſider, that this offer has in it an 
offer of Chriſt's inſnitely valuable righteouſneſs, to atone 
for all ſia, and entitle unto all happineſs. And che ſouls 
embracing the offer, has in it, a receiving of the fame 
accordingly. . From this it evidently appears, ti at the 
Perſon, at this time, and by this means, comes under a 
very different relation unto God, from that wherein he 
Rood before. He formerly being a guilty ſinner, and un- 
der the covenant of works, which condemns for every 
tranſgreſſion, ſtood under the relation unto God of a con- 
demned malefactor: and God under the relation unto 


him, of an affended ad condemning Judge. But now, 


by virtue of this goſpel- offer, or conſtitution. which. God 
himſelf hath made; he, by this way of faith, accept- 
ing the offered righteoufueſs, comes under 'the relation 
to God of an abſolved and acquitted perſon, from his 
crimes ; and a favourite and heir of ſalvation : and God 


comes ander the relation unto him, of a fin pardoning 
and perſon accepting God; entitling him unto, and in- 


zerefting him in, the bleſſings of ſalvation. Thus, in 
ſhort, he comes ecm A tate of condemnation, unto A 
ſtate of juſtification. 

1 come now to your fifth (peculiarity, iz. Your 
objeRions againſt the way I have been inſiſting on, 942. 
The way of the goſpel - offer, and receiving and reſting 

thereon by faith. Your firſt ohjection is, chat it . is in- 
Honſiſtant with the ſovereignty of grace, that by making 
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ſure. And we find &ur Saviour ſtill repreſenting 


7 


1 


pk offers, che matter is hung on our accepting or reject - 
ing; ſo not on divine ſovereignty, To this it is ealy 


to reply, that hanging the matter on our accepting or 
rejecting, as the ſecond mean, is fully conſiſtent with 
hanging it on ſovereignty, as the firlt and fole cauſe : 
even, as in the caſe of theſe in the veſſel ar Tea, with 


paul in the ſtorm ; while their preſervation” and deli- 


verance depended, entirely, on the Tovereignty of God, 
who only had wind and ſeas at his command, as, the 


Arlt cauſe ; yet it hang not the leſs on their abiding in 
the veflel, as the ſecond mean. Had the will of man a 


ſelf determining power, whereby ir acted independent- 
jy upon any thing without itlelf; chen, indeed, to 
hang ſalvation any way upon its choice or refuſal, were 
To far, to make God dependent upon it, and the crea- 
ture foftreign over him: But lince our acts, however 
free, in reſpe& of us as the ſecond cauſe, ate, notwith- 


ſtanding, over-ruled by God, as the firſt caule; he 


turning the heart as the rivers of waters ; then, how- 
ever much any event hang upon them, yet ſovereighty 
is (tl! reſerved unto God therein; that he may w: #4 
in them, thereby, to will and to do of his good 1 

| ove- 
reignty in this way: “No man can come, except the 
* Pat ier draw him. — Ve believe not, becauſe ye are 
„nat of my fieep,—All chat the Father hath given 


CET MITT é 
Lou nest object, that the way of offers ſuſpends 
our comfort upon our own act of receiving, and makes 
us to extract it therefrom, To this it may be rephed, 
that when the ſoul ſees. Chriſt, and ſalvation in him, 
to be af object of comfort, it cannot but be comfortet 
thereby . as immediately in this, as in any other way 
Wete the goſpel even an abſolute declaration of univer 
fal redemption and falvation, it could not comfet. 
more immediately; for, even in that caſe, the ſou's. 
being comforted thereby, would imply a cordial m- 
bracing” theteof, and reſting thereon, as its onlyfiap- 
nA E Aneſs, 
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che faſt perfect ſenſe, The application is eaſy. Should 


( 34) 
 Pineſs, in a way of being well pleaſed therewith-: and 


this way, we have ſeen, requires no more: and though 


in a different reſpect, it makes nothing againll the im- 


_ mediateneſs of the comfort, As in temporal things, 


the free offer of an inheritance as a gift, will comfort 
2s immediately, as the declaration of one's being a 
born heir thereto ; ſo, when the ſoul is enabled to 
act rationally, in ſpiritual things, the caſe will be the 
fame. 4 g 2 5 5 „ 

And as to extracting our comfort from our act of re- 
ceiving, this is ſtill as great a miſtake; for when the 


ſoul fees the offered ſalvation to be a proper object of 


comfort, it then receives and reſts thereon accordingly; 
viz. as the comfort: as it is only ſeeing of tlie offered 


ſalvation to be the comfort, that can excite to the re- 


ceiving thereof ; ſo, in receiving, it receives it as the 
<zufort : and fo extracts, or takes its comfort, not from 
its own act; but by its act from God and his word, 
making it over, 


intereſtment by receiving, obſcures the freedom of 
grace, 1 ſee no reaſon why God cannot confer ſalvation, 


as freely by way of offer as a gift j and cauſing the ſoul - 


to accept accordingly ; as though he conferred it on us 
as mere paſſives, in a paſſive way. Sure the making 
of a gift is not calculate to interfere with the freeneſs 
of the actual conferment ; but only to be a mean there- 
of, in a. rational way: reſpecting the receiver as well 


as the giver. And as the making of a gift does not 


interfere with the freedom of actual conferment, ſo 


neither Goes the acceptance of it; for this is but acting 
in a ſuirableneſs thereunto. If one did give to a bank- 


upt, money to buy a forfeited inheritance, the giving 
ol the money would be free; but the inheritance 


bojght therewith would not be fo, ſtrictly and proper- 
Iy : Bur to give the inheritance itſelf as a gift, and, as 


ſuch cauſe to receive it, this would make it free in 


God 


As to your objection, that the way of the offer, and 


enablement would be free; but the ſalvation d 


( 35) 


God have enabled man to work and win ſalvation, his 


for, and win by that ability, would not be properly 


But to make over the ſalvation as a free gift, and, as 


ſuch, cauſe to receive it, makes it free. in the ſtricteſt 
: * e 


As 10 theſe on your way allegeing. hat according 
unto us, the act of receiving muſt be performed, peni- 
tently, lovingly, humbly, and the like; or elſe it will 
not do its office. It is eaſy, as to this, 10 obſerve, that, 
although, when the eye of the ſoul is opened, ſo as to 
excite to receiving. the ſame views does alſo excite 
unto humility in ourſelves, love to the giver and gift, 
and the like; yet it is the act of receiving alone, which 
intereſts in the gift. As the gift is made unto all, ſim- 
ply as finners, ſo the ſoul, in receiving, doth likewiſe 
receive juſt as a Joſt ſinner ; whatever be its preſent in- 
ward frame. Thus, though faith or receiving be ne- 
ver its alone in the juſtiſied; yet it is by it alone, that 
we are /jultified. To allege, that receiving ſalvation, 


humbly, lovingly, &c.. mars the freedom thereof, were 


to impoſe upon common ſenſe, in other things; for 
when perſons receive temporal gifis, do they not ſome- 
times receive thein in like manner? and are theſe 
things, thus received, leſs free, than theſe received | 
with a worſe frame and diſpoſition ? | 

Upon the whole, 1 hope, the invalidity of the * 
jection is evident: yea, and I may add, that even the 
reverſe is the truth; namely, that this way makes ſal - 
vation more free than the plan you ſet up: for, ac- 


cording to it, ſalvation is free only in reſpect of actual 
dcConterment, . into poſſeſſion, unto them upon whom it. 


is conferred; but according ta this way, it is free, al- 


ſo, in reſpect of offer, unto all: ſo that any may come 
and take of the waters of life freely. | 


\ Your next objection is, that it makes us to be 7 


fied or ſaved by works; at leaſt, by the mental work 


of receiving. | * this 1 own, that to ſeek ſalvation 
by 


C36: 


| by our works, is an improvement that has often been 


made, even of the doctrine of grace. The natural 


man, Whatever be his ſpeculative opinion, yet, in bis 
practieal religion is legal. When he hears the call, 
*© Relieve: on the Lord jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 


„ ſaved,” the view he takes of the matter is this, 


here is my duty, believe ; and here is my reward, be 
ſaved; and ſo be ſets about believing, as a work to be 
performed far, and as entitling unto, life. But he 
whoſe eyes are opened, to fee matters in their true 
light, has a very different view. Here, fays he, is a 
Saviour, and ſalvation in him, exhibited unto me, te 


be bebeved upon for ſalvation ; I then heartily com- 


ply: I recounce alt my own righteouſnefs, in the 


matter of ſalvation; aud embrace and reſt upon 


Qarift, by: faith, for all. Thus, he renounceth all his 
own activity, even his act of believing not excepted, 

in che matter of his juſtification and falvation; and by 
his act. only, relies on Chriſt for all. 


Ef this is to ſeek falvatiog by our own works, I know 


bot what the ſeeking of it by faith, ſpoken of in the 
ſariptures,. muſt be: for a mere paſſive intereſtment, 
and ſetting aſide all means, is, not to feek falvation at 
all. If this is to feek it by works, then to ſeek by 
our own righteouſaefs, or works, and to ſeek only by 
free grace, tlirough the righteouſneſs. and works of a- 
nother, muſt be all one: for in this laſt way the per- 
ſon here only ſeeks. And as the perſon who acts ac- 
conding-to:this way; does not therein ſeek falvation by 


his on works; ſo neither does be find or obtain-it, by 
his: own--works. For, though by embracing the Savi- 


aur; and ſalvation in bim, as held forth in the free offer 


of: the goſpel, he is intereſted in the fame ;- or, in o- 


ther werds, is. juſtified and ſaved; as already illuſtrat- 
ed *; yet this act of embracing does not thus imereſt; 
juſtify, or Sew, as it is a piece eee, or work; 5 — 
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only as an inſtrument.—If it-intereſted in the offered 


bleſſings, juſt as it is a work, or piece of activity; then 
it would mtereſt therein, by entithng thereunto, 28 2 
debt or reward of ſaid work: for works, as ſuch, can- 
not otherwiſe intereft or fave. But the reception of a 
freely offered benefit, does not entitle unto ſaid bene- 
fit as a debt; but only as an inſtramenc n it 
home, intereſſ in it as a gift. | 
And to allege, ſtil, becauſe we are ineoſied by an 
active receiving, though not as a work, but only as an 
inftrument, that yet ſtill we are juſtified by works be- 
ing active; and ſo are contrary to the apoſtle, (Ron. 


KX.) who exctades all works; to allege this, I ſay, is 


contrary both to common ſenſe; and language; and al- 
ſo to fcripture. - Common ſenſe diſtinguiſheth between 
working for a benefit, and getting in the way of a 
gift, by receiving it; and common language is applied 
accordingly. Hence, theſe who receive the neceſſaries 
of this life as a gift from others, whether through the 
means of begging it, or in the more honourable way of 
gifts, theſe are not, in common language, {aid to work 
for it; though ſtill in getting the ſame they are active. 
And theſe, again, on the other hand, who work to 
win their bread; or by their work are entitled to the 
ſame as a debt; theſe, whether their work be more 


or leſs honourable, are only ſaid to work for it. And 


as common ſenſe and language runs thus, ſo the ſerip- 
ture, when borrowing the things thereof, to fepreſem 
ſpiritual things by, will not miſrepreſent it, nor play 
the oritic : and that too without informing us of the 
ſame : for this were not to inform, bat to deceive.” 

Bux that the ſeripture underſtands working in the 


common ſenſe, as now deſcribed, is alſo evident, from 


the ſcope of the places where it is uſed ; that preſent. 
ly referred unto (Rom. x.) not excepred. The ſame 
apoſtle, in another of his epiſtles, ſays of ſome per- 
ſons, that they were idle, working not ax all; and 


charges them „that with. quetnels- they work, and 
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< eat their own bread. But does he, therefore, 
ſoppoſe, that they were not active, but paſbrely letting 
time go over? Ne; for he, at the ſame time, calls 
them bu/y-bodres : and ſays, they went from houſe to 
_ honke And in the very place referred unto, (viz. his 
Epiſtle to the Romans) chat he there takes the word 
'-works in the ſame ſenſe, is alſo evident, from the 
ſcape thereof: For (faith he) to them that work is 
« the reward reckoned, not of grace, but of debt.” 
But it is working only in the common ſenſe, as already 
deſcribed, that makes the reward to be of debt ; and 
not the receiving all freely as a gift. The works he 
excludes, he deſcribes them to be oppoſite unto grace; 
but the reception of a gift, we have already ſeen, is 
not ſo. The works, in ſhort, that he excludes, is, 
works according unto; the tenor of the law, or cove- 


nant of works; viz. that * the man that doeth theſe 
things ſhall live in them ;”. which are works entit- 


Jing unto the privileges as a debt, making the reward 
of debt, of which already; whereas we have, alſo, al- 
ready ſeen, that the way of receiving does not entitle 
to the bleſſings as a debt; but only intereſt in them as 
a grace or free favour. Yea, the bleſſings intereſted 
in, by embracing, are not- given as a e ab that act; 
but given io the receiver, in and by that act, as a gift; 
or in ſome caſes, as a reward of ſome other thing. 

But that the works the apoſtle is excluding, is works 
for to wip, or thereby be entitled to the bliſs as a debt; 
and not an active believing; ſeems fully evident, even 
from theſe texts you build the contrary upon: ſuch as, 


to him that worketh not, but believeth, &c. - He 


does not ſpeak in the paſſve ſtyle, ſaying, « To him 
<<. that acteth not, but in whom I work faith ;** but in 
the.aQtive: ſtyle, „to him that worketh not, but be- 
«« heveth.” And when he tells that Moſes defcribeth 
the righteouſneſs which is of the law, © that the man 


. <© which ,doeth-theſe things, ſhall live in them. ;” and 


oppaleth the gaſpel, ta ſaying, % But the righ- 
« teouſneſs 
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with God's periediions, to din and reveal himſelf 


( -39 ) 


« teouſneſs which is of faith ſpeaketh od this ways, 
&c. He makes the goſpel language to be, not ©* if 1 
« work faith in thee ;” hut * if thou believe, Oc. 
Upon the whole, does it not appear, that ſalvation by 
an active believing on Chriſt, does not ſet up ſalvation 


by our own works. And that the excluding of our 
own works, does not exclude an active believing on the 
works of another. 

I come now, /a/?ly, to your ſetting aſide exhortati · 
ons to ſinners, to uſe means for ſalvation, which I ſhall 
diſmiſs with the two fellowing obſervations : 

| Firſt, The way of means, though oppoſite unto your 


paſſive ſcheme, yet does not run oppoſite unto the other 


doctrine of the goſpel : ſuch as, %, It does not interfere 


with the ſovereignty of grace; this already appears evi- 


dent, in anſwer to your firſt objection. And, moreover, 
when God paſſeth by ſome ſinners, learing them in 


their ſins, and cauſeth others actively to betake them · 


ſelves to his device of ſalvation, and ſo enjoy the good 
of it; his ſovereignty is as much exerciſed and diſplay- 
ed, as if he intereſted them in his ſalvation as mere 
ſtocks and ſtones, in a way to them entirely paſſive. 
2dly, Neither does it interfere with God's being found 
of them that ſeek him not, ſpoke of in ſcripture: for 
as no man can ſeek in a right way, viz. by coming un- 
to Chriſt, except the Father draw him; ſo God's be- 


ing found of them, in thus cauſing them to ſeek, does 


not hinder his being found ard enjoyed by them, as 
their God and portion, only in this way of ſeeking. 
Though God is found of them that ſeek him not, in a 


way of diſeoyery and energy, revealing himſelf fo unto 


them, and backing the revelation fo with power, as 
eauſeth them to come; ; yet this will not hinder his be · 


ing found of them, in reſpect of enjoyment,” as their 


portion and whole ſalvation, only in the way of ſeeking, 
viz, ſeeking by faith; coming anto him by the Medi- 
ator. Yea, I may add, that though it be conſiſtent 


to 5 


640) 
to the wicked and guilty ſinner, ſo as to cauſe him 
to come; yet his unſpotted holineſs, whereby he is 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity without abhor- 
rence, forbids his giving the enjoyment of himfelf un- 
to. him, as his ſalvation and portion, except in the way 


of coming unto him by the Mediator, who is able to 


{ave to the uttermoſt, all that come unto God by him. 
340, Nor does the way of means interfere with the in- 
ſtances of converſion in ſcripture, wherein the petſon 


was prevented with converting grace, when ufing no 


means; but even going oppoſite thereto; ſuch as Paul, 
Manaties, Mary Magdalen, &c. : for what are theſe, 
but God's being found of them that ſought him not, as 
already illuſtrated; . Nor, 4#4ly, is it conſiſtent with out 
natural ſtate, as being ſpiritually dead, and ſo incapa- 
ble of uſing means: for God's being firſt found of us, 
before we ſeek lim, as already illuſtrated, doth like- 
wiſe ſolve this difficulty. Is it not as eaſy for God to 
bring the ſpiritually defd' Goner into à ſtate of favour 
and fellowihip with "himſelf, by quickning, fo as to 
eauſe to come to him in the appointed way for it: e- 
ven as eaſy. as to confer it in a way to them entirely 
paſſive. KC: TTY 974; „„ : . 
When the nature of the death is attended unto, that 
it ia a death in fin; and ſe conſiſting in the ſouls being 
ſunk in enmity and rebeHion againſt God, fo as to be 
inſenſible thereof, and paſt feeling therein, as the dead 
are with reſpe& unto bodily things; then what hinders 
it from being a mean of deliverance from this death, to 
ſet the lame before the perſons eyes, in its true nature 
and conſequences, as making him odious to God's holi - 
neſs, and obnoxious to his juſtiee: and then revealing 
Chriſt unto him, as mating atonement; God as well 
pleaſed 1n him, offering ſalvation unto all in and through 
him; beſerching, exhorting, and commaniding all, to 


accept and be ſaved. rs not this way of dealing ſuita - 


ble to che perſon's caſe; having a tendency to his re- 
covery : and does it not conſtitute his compliance 


| therewuh, 


( af ) 


therewith, to be a mean of attaining the exhibited fal- 


vation: Yea, why may not even ſalvation from ſpiri- 


tual death to ſpiritual life, take place in this way; for 
as the death is a death in ſin, the ſum of which is en - 
mity againſt God, and as the life to which we are to 
be brought, is a life of holineſs, the ſum of which is to 
love him; which love of him muſt be as our own God: 
« Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God: * ant, there- 
fore, our love muſt be by means of à view of intereſt, 
and our view of intereſt can only be in the way of ac- 
cepting the offers which conſtitute it. By this way, 
then, of accepting the offered ſalvation, we not only 
receive tobe % Cod, as the fame is an offered grace or 
privilege ; but alſo in the way of embracing, we have 
ſuch views as excites unto it as a dux. 
And if it ſhould be ſaid, that ftill the ufing of means, 
accepting the offers of ſalvation, or the'like, ſuppoſeth 
grace tv be conferred, enabling ſo to do; and that 
means, With their pre-requilites, are parts of ſalvation, 
wherein we cannot be intereſted by means, if we are 
ſpiritually dead by nature. To this it is eaſy to reply, 
that as a full ſalvation is offered, ſo the acceptance 
thereof, with the grace requiſite thereto, are rather 
means of ſalvation than parts of it: and are parts only 
as they are means; and, therefore, if deſtroyed from. 
being means, are alfo deſtroyed from being parts. 
The doctrines, then, of ſpiritual death by nature, and 
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The ſeriptures are full upon this point; aſſuring 
v8, that we love God becauſe he firſt loved us: a 


that it is hope, and not ſuſpence, (as formerly obſerv- 


ed) that purifies the heart, And reafon, or the na- 
ture of things, do alſo confirm it: for even a, view of 
God's loyelinefs, abſtract from any view of intereſt, 
would leave a reluctancy in the mind unto him. And 
when offering himſelf and his grace, to love him, in 
this caſe, with the whale heart, abſtract from embra- 
cing his offer; or (which is the ſame thing) in a way 
of neglecting it; is ſtill more abſurd, 
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| yet the uſe of means ig taining ſalvatiop, are nagt be- 


vond the power and wiſdom, of God. to make conſilt 


together; boweyer dark = 3 14 of 9 5 often 


appear to ps. Nor, hh, does the doctrine of means 
inter ete with the view of our natural ſtate, as being 
a ſtate o N hating the ſavation held out, and, 
confequently, defpiſing means. for attaining it; for a- 
long with the exhortation to means, ſufficient motives 


ne. given, fully calculate for breaking the enmity of 


the heart, and cauſing it comply, Nor, 6thly, is ĩt in 
con ſtent, with falyation by grace, without works : this 
is 2 ready evinced. As a perlon's workin iP for bis 

read is one thing, and his recei ring it as a gift, or beg 
ging it, is another; even ſo, working for life, and ung 
means of grace are different. 

Bur Fe theſe or like boar, do not interfere 
vith.the way gf means, is further, ye FM 2, and fully 05 
fiom.this, that they are joined togerher in 
ture ; and 12 God batt joined. together, let 1 
3 er.” This leads me to the other ge- 


pr ny upon this point,, which Wat 


2 : tera, 25 The Wi of means 1s not prohibited, but 


| expreſs! b'4 required in cripture.. Tho b the dectrines 
| jentioned op the laft obſeryation, — 7 yaur friends 


oxerthrow: means, men theſe are eſtabliſhed in 
is: your ſuppel; ed inference from them, 


| kee 2 | 
yon vl not find eitabliſned, or exer drawn; though 


the uſing of wrong means, which have always taken 


| 2 gd leudly call for it, had it been real. And for 
4 at means my efly require 1 refer yqu ta 

© RY 3 yep MN Ee the kr Ay way of 
intereſtment erein, ae plainly tablith. that one 


mean, pig, gt believing— ge. coming for 
fe—t 1855 37755 og. 15 Sc. is requir - 
eg. e > the apaſtle's a riion, that * the: Jexcs 
% who, followed after the Jaw of .ngltequinels, bare 
attained, 25 + the Hy of Th ee And 
vghe it pot by faith, but 


as it . t c oft et Plainly inti- 
mating, 


4 


04/8 


(a) 


7oating, that it is. only wrong means, or means in a 
wrong Way, that are prohibited: and that there is 
a ſeeking of ſalvation by the way of faith, as well as by 
the way of the law, See alſo Eph. v. 14. Where- 

« fore. he faith, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe 
« from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light.“ 

Here the very image of being dead is uſed, and yet an 
exhortation to means is given, And that the death 
ſpoke of, is not meant of the partial deaths of the real 

Chriſtian, as your friends allege ;. but of theſe in a ſtate 
of nature, is evident in the {cope of the place. In the 
3, 4, and 5 verſes, the believing Epbeſians are caution- 
ed againſt ſome grofs ſins: in verſe 6th they are told, 
that ** for theſs things cometh; the, wrath. of God up- 
on the children of diſabedience :'” in verſes 7 and 
11, they are forbid ta partake, or have fellowſhip with 
them; but rather (ſays he) reprove them: which 
reproveing is materially an e xhorting unto the oppoſite 


duty : that: of embtacing mercy. not excepted. And, 
az if they, with you, had objeRed, that theſe children 
af diſobedience were ſpiritually dead, and ſo intapable 


of exhortations or means, he adds, for he (viz. 
God) ſaith, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, ariſe from the 


< dead, and Cbriſt ſhall give thee light.” As if he 


had ſaid, You-are thus to reproxe or exhort them, far 
the, ſcriptues, which ſhould filence. every objeftion, 


dath fo before You, ſaying, © Awake,” Ge. You 


may like wiſe ſee the forecited If. ly, J.. Let the wick 
<. ed forſake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto. the Lord, and 
„ he will have mercy upon him, and to our Cod, for 
&* he will abundantly. pardon.” Doth not this inti- 
mate, that a returning unto the Lord, according to tbe 
Plan of the goſpel, as the way for n talvn 
on, is exhorted unto. But I will not inſiſt. Many 
are the expteſs ſcripture exhortatioas to men, ſimply as 

ſianers deſtuute of ſalvation, to ſeek the Lord while he 
may be found, to call upon him While he is near, to 
turn to the Bord, who will have mercy, to pray, 27 


{aa ) 


if Þ be, the thoughts of their hearts may be n ; 
and the like. And though the compliance with theſe 
muſt flow from a belief they are true; from a belief 


that there is forgiveneſs and plenteous redemption with 


Cod, that he may be thus feared and ſought unto z 
yet we ſee, that this belief is not enough: but an ding 
of the mean, in conſequence thereof, is expreſsly re- 
quired and exhorted unto, fbr attaining the bleſhogy. 
And the publican, who afted accordingly, betaking 
Himſelf to God's erey! in Chriſt, by faith, in the ex- 


ertiſe of prayer, ſaying. God be merciful to me a 
„ Ander, is N as Boing down' to his houſe 
juſtified. - 2” Br 


Thus, bs ſhortly as 1 Foe Fliave given a hint, and 
but a hiot, at the contents of yout lettet. And might 


now take the opportunity of animadverting | upon others 
of Four peculiarities": { fuch as, your rejecting human 


confeſſions of faith, and yet refuſing church commuvpion 
with all who adhere not to the particular meaning 
Which you afſix unto the ſeriptures; your denyiog the 
diſtin on between the common and ſaving knowlege of 
gofpel-rruths ; ; wur  uvjuſt inſiouarions'againſt others, 
about a principle of grace diſtinct from the word, Oc. 
Ge. but finds I cannot inſiſt: and therefore concludes, 
wiſhing that both' von and I may be kept from tak- 
ing up with the opinionative and ſpeculative part of 
religion, inſtead of the. vital part of it that we ma 

be made both to know and comply with God's plan aud 
device of ſalvation; and that the Lord r lead bis 


'own- cauſe, that of 7 formed againſt i it 'may proſ- 
per. 0 3 
„ * Your 9 95 oe 
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